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- Scientific Basis For Test
+ Discounted At Hearing

“unwarranted, dangerous, and de-
grading.”

The scientists, testifyinz before
a Iouse subcommillce en Gov-
crrmient operations, were most
concerned with, the growing use
of lie deteciors in screening per-
soxme’ applicants, both in Govern-

cnt and in private business.

"B’.ndly Probing Inslrumeni”

“I am norrified at its” use in

Washimpion, Aprd 2 0] — Tn
kupposed  sclentifie -basis fox 1
Hetectors received a severe huf
Feting tod_y from {fcur psychia
Frists 2nc “psycnologists, They
palled ,use -of the instrument ofte;

rsonncl screening,” Dr, Joseph
. Kubis, a professor of psychol-
vy at New York's Fordham Uni-
vsity, told the subcommittes.

He described the lie detector
times as “a “biindly probing

damage the inner life and repu-
tation of an individual.”

Kubis and the other -witnesses
had less reservations about usingl
the lie detector in -crime: dejec-|
tion and in screening applicahits
for jobs requiring the hiﬂhest' se-|
eurity.

But all agreed that, despxte the
pr..sentatxons of the lis detector
industry, there is no scientific
data ‘o prove the validity of the
instrument.,

.Dr. Martin T. Orne, a psychia-
trist at Harvard Medical School
said it is, in fact, “‘nonsense” io

Jstrument,_that - can_ severely
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testify as lie detector experts had
‘done “earlier, that their data had
proved 99 per cent accurate. ;‘

Pr. Jobn 1. Lacey, a pro[cssox‘.
of psychophysiology at Antzoch.
Col}ege in Yellow Springs, Ohio,|
evm questioned some of the sci-
*eatifie, standing of the instrument

dtself, It measure blood pressute,

Tespiration, and palm sweating.

Dr. Lacey called it “a fairly

crude piece of instrumentation,!

ad he said the manufacturers of

lie detectors had made *no at-
dempt o take advantage of the
many things we have }"a':ned in,
-fhe last two decades'™about physi-

'situation an examiner, with full

;saic', ... there i5 noc by aad|

ology, electricity, and co.“puteAs
In" any case, Dr. Lacey testi-|.
fied, the lie detectors only meas-
ure physiological responscs, and|
all an examiner can do is make|
“inferences”’ from the data.
He said that in a laboratory

hopizeond. o 0220 o0 e i |

Ject anc the situaiton, might be

able to make corvect inferences.
“In the hurheburlv of "'.1;

[10800ct T e LA YN Tl lan

large this background knowledge

1available to the exammer.
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